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The Legal Aid Letter is being sent to all lawyers, members of the judiciary,
members of the Provincial Parliament, community-based legal staff, law professors
and university student newspapers, the media, and many others involved in or concerned
with the delivery of legal services in Ontario. We hope you will find this monthly
letter both useful and informative and we urge you to bring to our attentlon any matter
affecting legal ald in order that: such information can be acted upon.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR o 7
: - During the fiscal- year whlch ended on March 31 1978 ‘the Plan recelved 105, 118

appl;caﬂons_ﬁor_ass:.stance and -76,;730 legal aid certificates were issued -- 41,854 - -

for criminal matters.and 34,876 for civil (mainly matrimonial) actions. Another L

175,916 individuals were assisted by duty counsel in the Province's courts. i{?'f
Compared to the previous year, the number of applications for certificates :

rose by 1.9%, number of certlflcates issued rose by 0 l% and demand for'duty counsel

rose by:11.03%.. -t =08 '~H5%§*~az e :
- The cost of the Plan for the 1977-78 flscal yeaz was $31 3 mllllon, of which

about $26 million came from the Provincial Government. (About $6 million of that

‘amount is recovered from the:Federal Government under a Federal-Provincial cost-sharing

agreement on.criminal matters.): About $3 million came from the Law Foundation, $1.6
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:'}9 million was contributed by legal aid clients and the balance was made up of judgments

/™-and miscellaneous 1ncome.; The-statutory reduction of 25% on all fees pald represented -

a financial contribution-by: prlvatetlawyers of’ $7 million. %ﬂ;v . ot Tt SR
-vThe budget for.the 1978-79 flscal year 1s $31 9 mlll ion, ‘an 1ncrease over the

-'_~‘--\ "_‘_"," st
COMMUNITY-BASED CLINICS e *

: Durlng the last: flscal yearrAIS addltlonal communlty-based legal cllnlcs were :
funded bringing .to 28 the mumber of clinics in Ontario. Operating on a-budget of .
$1.7 mllllon, the clinics’ aSSlSted thousands of individuals with. landlord-tenant, ;
consumer, welfare,: unemployment 1nsurance, -workmen's" compensation, housing, . lmmlgratlon
and. envirommental problems. twith-a ‘budget ‘of . $2.5-million for:the:1978-79 fiscal ' '
yeary_the.cllnzcal?dellverymsystemyls expected to~expand to—35 ‘such. conmunlty facilities.:
”l-bu-"The communlty-based cllnlcs, together with> the Plan's" 'six un1ve151ty-aff111ated"
Student Legal Ald_5001et1esaand»almost 40+ duty'counsel CllnlCS, ensure- that those- who
tradltlonally hav “not had access 'to* lawyers are now able to recelve a531stance.,f

CLINICAL FUNDING REGULATiON

- Community-based legal.clxnlcs are fnnded through the Plan and a- three-member et
Cllnlcal Funding. Comrittes,:operating within:the guidelines of the Clinical Funding =
Regulation, makes-: recommendatlons to 'the Director-of the Plan and to Convocation
regarding the - sultablllty of appllcants for such.funds.~ The- regulatlon has not been .
altered since its’creation’ 1n~1976-when lt was enacted.as an interim measure to meet:.:
a funding procedure’problem which: then existed.. .On-May 10, the Clinical Funding '
Commlttee'asked~Convocatlon to recommend ‘to the’ Attorney-General the appointment of'a ~

’.>c°mmlSSlOner to study the: ex:stzng‘Regulatlon -and,: where necessary, to suggest changes""
to-ltf* AR G0N T S T e i

» svpic Joseph K Pearce, QiC:;:has been:appointed Area Dlrector for~Lennox and Addlngton

and JZP McCartney“?sollc1torrﬂhas been app01nted Area Dlrector for’Thunder BaY- ¥ e




T The proposed changes to the legal ald tarlff were formally presented to Attorney- :
General Roy McMurtry on March 10, 1978. Ministry and Plan officials subsequently met to"

discuss the financial lmpllcatlons of the proposals, whlch are now awaltlng presentatlon
to Cabinet. 3 S bt S AL bl L e R A 1

PUBLIC DEFENDER - it R N o Bl 1 SIS
On May 5, 1978, Attorney—General Roy MtMurtry addressed the Leglslature concernlng
a study by his Ministry of the merits of adding a Public Defender element to the - :i:.. _:
existing legal aid plan to improve services to residents of Metropolitan Toronto. - e
Mr. McMurtry noted that.his. study group was working in co-operation with members of
the Law Society of Upper Canada's legal aid committee, the Advocates' Soc1ety and otherS.,
The Attorney-General assured Members.of the Legislature "...that the Public Defender system
is being investigated not out of.cost consideration, but rather because of the ever-:;;_z
inereasing number of concerned. judges and lawyers who approach me to discuss the poor.: . e
quality of legal. representatlon belng offered by some. lawyers under. the present leqal.ald £
system." g T Lasein i .
, Stressing that his- Mlnlstry s study of the Publlc Defender system "...ls llmlted,ur :
considering.-its utility as<an addition: to the present legal aid system, not’'ds a replace-f;
ment for it," Mr. McMurtry-said,: "Persons charged with criminal offences who qualified: %
for legal aid would continue to be able to retain any lawyer who would. accept a’ legalznd
retalner, the Public Defender office would simply be one of their options.™ =#-+; % 4
. The Chairman of’ ‘the legal aid.committee, John Bowlby, Q.C.; and the Attornetheneral‘l
have met on numerous occasions to discuss this.subject and both are of the view that:the: =2
public may well benefit. from the study now underway. Both agree that all v1able methodsf?k.
of dellverlng legal serv1ces should.be explored o, st o il s

Memkers of,the profesSLOn.who apﬁept legal- ald certlflcates are- remlnded oﬁ theLr

'esponsibility under- Regulation:66-of;The Legal Aid Act which reads,"Where any cireum
stances. comes. to- the. attention: of'a.sollc1tor which indicates that his client may not
have b en ent1tled to or: may no-longer‘be entltled to -the- certlflcate under which- the_

dlrector." The Plan may~declrne to pay the account’ of any " sollc1tor dellverlng legaI
services pursuant to a legaliald certlflcate who eglects hlS respon51b'llt 3
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ACROSS THE ‘COUNTRY -.

except t. those « on welfare.,e.Legal Ald Manltoba staff will, be cut by n1ne.-..The~Govermmm
‘will.hold .back 15% of fees pald tor lawyers....The Un1vers;ty*o£ Manitoba's: student_leqalv .
aid‘cliniciwill: close.-.-The Manltoba :Trial Lawyers.Associatiomn has:asked. for ‘an. ‘increuse »
in.fees - the. fzrst‘ln flve years.,"QUEBEC....About 60 staff’ lawyers staged a sit-in at.q.
the headquartere -of: the: prov1nce s{Legal Services Commission to“back. demands for pay hﬂﬁts
a»to bring:them: into-line:with: ;Crown :Attorneys.. The_lawyers are affiliated wzth the Conﬂﬁ.'
:rration. of National Trade: Unlonseu..The province's. legal aid budget this year-'is $30': ;
million, up-$3 million fromflast‘yeart...SASKATCHEWAN....Organlzed workers-at.legal aldl,,
clinics throughout: the- province:held a one-day study session. 1n May" and. threatened £ ‘
work.dlsruptlons if the proposed layoff of 17/ employees is not cancelled. The workers. 83
members: of the. Canadlan Unlon of . Publlc*Employees....BRITISH COLUMBIA....An experlmenﬁﬂ-;n




